


‭A note from the singer:‬

‭Thank you very much for your attendance of our presentation of this Winter Journey. It‬
‭is my blessing, honor and joy to offer this song cycle to whomever may care to listen.‬

‭My interpretation of this cycle has been born out of an intense personal struggle which is‬
‭very similar to that of the protagonist. In working this poetry and music, I have‬
‭discovered an immense treasure. I believe it is my calling to share this gift in the fullest‬
‭way possible.‬

‭My thanks go to Johanna (Faye) and Richard D'Ipollito for graciously allowing us to use‬
‭their house and piano on a regular basis. Without their hospitality, this cycle wouldn't‬
‭have been possible for me. My thanks also to Vicente Malave and Kelsey Boltz for‬
‭helping with the programs and promotional material. Finally, I would like to thank my‬
‭accompanist, Josh, for his undying support and dedication to this project. I can't imagine‬
‭doing this cycle with anyone else.‬

‭The present cycle is offered to all with gratitude to God and the hope that the listener‬
‭may be touched in a special way by this presentation.‬

‭Andrew John Barrett – Baritone‬



‭Composer and Poet‬

‭Franz Schubert‬‭(1797-1828)  was a prolific composer‬‭who‬
‭enjoyed little success in his own life but who had a dramatic impact‬
‭on the musical and artistic world after him. He composed well over‬
‭a thousand works, many of which are enduring masterpieces and‬
‭yet in his own time, his music was largely unpublished and unperformed. He composed‬
‭over 600 songs,‬‭Winterreise‬‭being one of his last‬‭song cycles which he completed in two‬
‭creative bursts, the first twelve in 1827 around the time of the piano trio in E-flat major,‬
‭and the next twelve in 1828 which were some of his last compositions written before his‬
‭death at the age of 31. The first performance of these songs was at a small house‬
‭gathering and the audience didn’t know what to make of them, one of Schubert’s friends‬
‭said he only liked one of the songs, to which Schubert replied “‬‭I like these songs more‬
‭than all the rest, and you will come to like them as well”‬

‭Johann Ludwig Wilhelm Müller‬‭(1794-1827) was a German‬‭poet‬
‭who is best remembered for writing the poems that would make up‬
‭Franz Schubert's two most famous song cycles‬‭Die Schone‬
‭Mullerin‬‭and‬‭Winterreise.‬‭He studied at the university‬‭of Berlin‬
‭though took a break during his studies to join the Prussian army‬
‭and participated in four separate battles against Napoleon. After his‬
‭return he finished his studies and continued to teach the classics at the Gelehrtenschule‬
‭in Dessau‬‭until he died of a heart attack at the age‬‭of 32.‬

‭Translation:‬‭Celia Sgroi‬



‭Winterreise‬‭(the winter’s journey) is a setting of 24 poems by Müller that follow the‬
‭journey of a man who is utterly lost after his plans for love unravel. We (the‬
‭performers) personally like to group this journey into four parts.‬

‭Part 1‬
‭Songs 1-8 are our traveler leaving the village and being cast into a frozen landscape,‬
‭these songs are the ones most explicitly referencing his beloved. It begins with him‬
‭departing a village because his hopes for love and marriage were shattered. He leaves‬
‭the village and is thrust into the frozen wilderness where he battles with storms inside‬
‭and out as he dwells on sweet memories that he can never return to.‬
‭Part 2‬
‭Songs 9-16 begin with him realizing that he has traveled far into the mountains and‬
‭that it is the “will o'the wisp” that has lured him there. He is no longer in the village,‬
‭he is in a truly barren landscape where at first he cannot sleep and when he does he is‬
‭tortured with thoughts of his beloved. It is a lonely place here and his thoughts go‬
‭quickly from boredom, to loneliness, and to wishing for death. His path changes‬
‭again when he pins all of his hopes to a leaf falling from a tree and says “‬‭My hopes‬
‭fall along with it. I fall to earth as well, and weep on the grave of my hopes.”‬



‭Part 3‬
‭Songs 17-20 deal with our traveler's transformation away from thoughts of his‬
‭beloved and on to what he must face to move on. He sees a village for the first time‬
‭since the beginning of the cycle. Everyone within is asleep and he realizes that he too‬
‭was asleep but that now he is finished with dreaming.‬‭He journeys through a dense‬
‭storm in the morning which he calls ”a morning after my own heart.” Then in song‬
‭20 “The Signpost,” he arrives at what we believe is a pivotal moment in the cycle,‬
‭saying he must journey to where no man has returned. Schubert has set this text on a‬
‭single repeating Eb that is filled with dread as if the bell is tolling and what awaits‬
‭him next is to confront death.‬

‭Part 4‬
‭Songs 21-24 begin at a graveyard which he calls “the inn.” He wishes to lie down‬
‭there and end his journey but all of the “rooms” are full and he is turned away. As he‬
‭continues onward he finds in himself renewed with courage. He finds the power to‬
‭overcome his heartache and with his renewed confidence proclaims, “If there's no‬
‭God upon the earth, Then we ourselves are Gods.” Then a very strange thing happens‬
‭in song 23, “The Mock Suns.” Here he is transfixed by three bright suns standing in‬
‭the sky. He realizes these suns are not for him, that he had suns of his own once but‬
‭two of them have gone down and if he lost the third he may be better off in darkness.‬
‭We feel this is akin to an encounter with the divine, without which what happens in‬
‭the next song wouldn't be possible. The cycle ends with song 24, “The Hurdy-Gurdy‬
‭man,” where our traveler has come full circle and returned to a village and is face to‬
‭face with a person for the first time in the cycle. The man he sees is playing a‬
‭hurdy-gurdy, a drone-like instrument that is simulated by the piano playing the same‬
‭notes in every measure in the left hand. The man is playing with numb fingers, has no‬
‭shoes, and has no money. Dogs bark at him and no one listens to him, but the‬
‭remarkable thing about the hurdy-gurdy man is he continues to play despite all this.‬
‭The cycle ends with our traveler asking the hurdy-gurdy man to play his hurdy-gurdy‬
‭to his songs.‬



‭PROGRAM‬ ‭run time‬‭- approximately 75 minutes‬

‭1.‬‭"‬‭Gute Nacht‬‭" ("Good Night")‬

‭2.‬‭"‬‭Die Wetterfahne‬‭" ("The Weathervane")‬

‭3.‬‭"‬‭Gefror'ne Tränen‬‭" ("Frozen Tears")‬

‭4.‬‭"‬‭Erstarrung‬‭" ("Frozen")‬

‭5.‬‭"‬‭Der Lindenbaum‬‭" ("The Linden Tree")‬

‭6.‬‭"‬‭Wasserflut‬‭" ("Flood")‬

‭7.‬‭"‬‭Auf dem Flusse‬‭" ("On the Stream")‬

‭8.‬‭"‬‭Rückblick‬‭" ("Backwards Glance")‬

‭9.‬‭"‬‭Irrlicht‬‭" ("‬‭Will-o'-the-wisp‬‭")‬

‭10.‬‭"‬‭Rast‬‭" ("Rest")‬

‭11.‬‭"‬‭Frühlingstraum‬‭" ("Dream of Spring")‬

‭12.‬‭"‬‭Einsamkeit‬‭" ("Loneliness")‬

‭------------intermission----------‬

‭13.‬‭"‬‭Die Post‬‭" ("The Post")‬

‭14.‬‭"‬‭Der greise Kopf‬‭" ("The Gray Head")‬

‭15.‬‭"‬‭Die Krähe‬‭" ("The Crow")‬

‭16.‬‭"‬‭Letzte Hoffnung‬‭" ("Last Hope")‬

‭17.‬‭"‬‭Im Dorfe‬‭" ("In the Village")‬

‭18.‬‭"‬‭Der stürmische Morgen‬‭" ("The Stormy Morning")‬

‭19.‬‭"‬‭Täuschung‬‭" ("Deception")‬

‭20.‬‭"‬‭Der Wegweiser‬‭" ("The Signpost")‬

‭21.‬‭"‬‭Das Wirtshaus‬‭" ("The Inn")‬

‭22.‬‭"‬‭Mut!‬‭" ("Have Courage!")‬

‭23.‬‭"‬‭Die Nebensonnen‬‭" ("The Mock Suns)‬

‭24.‬‭"‬‭Der Leiermann‬‭" ("The Hurdy-Gurdy Man")‬




















































